Growth and survival of phosphate-solubilizing bacteria in calcium alginate.
Calcium alginate was superior to conventional charcoal-soil (3:1) carrier for phosphate-solubilizing bacteria (PSB). High populations of Pseudomonas striata (27) and Bacillus polymyxa (H-5) could be maintained in this polymer during storage. Incorporation of charcoal-soil (3:1) adversely affected the initial loading of these organisms in alginate gel. Alginate alone supported maximum survival of these organisms at elevated storage temperature (40 degrees C).